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Our Mission 

Alta Vista Baptist Church exists to glorify God by making disciples who are 

obedient to Jesus Christ and equipping them to do the same.  
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Message from Senior Pastor  

Thank you for the opportunity you have provided Mary and myself during this past year. You 

have encouraged us by your friendships and service as I cut my teeth in interim ministry. We 

have enjoyed providing leadership in the adult class during Bible School, and in the morning 

service. Mary has enjoyed attending the Ladies Bible Study on Tuesday mornings. And we have 

been blessed at JOY and AV Café. Prayer Meeting has been a blessing as a small group and as a 

time to pray for the work, and for one another. There, I have found friends and laughter. 

Ministry Team: 

Though I am not officially overseeing the staff, it has been a joy for me to be a part of a team 

that has a passion to serve the Lord vocationally.  Greg McCallum is our pastor of youth and 

children’s ministries. Besides providing leadership in these areas, Greg reaches out to the 

community at Canterbury High School and through Kamp Agapé. He also worked with the 

Arabic teens on Sunday afternoons.  

Nicole Jerome began working as our acting Administrative Assistant early in November 2015. In 

September, her position became permanent. She has initiative and takes opportunities to grow. 

Through the bulletin and internet, Nicole helps to keep communication channels flowing. 

Rigo Artola carries the same passion in cleaning the church. Often, we are not aware of his 

work. However, if it was not done, we would be very quickly aware of the difference it makes. 

I have enjoyed the privilege of attending Elders Board meetings. Our Elders include Andy 

Pridham, Corey Mayville, Don Dahms, Matthew Colwell, and Serge Demers. Ramon Ortiz, was 

also an elder, but due to illness, he was not able to attend meetings. However, it was very clear 

from times of sharing and prayer, that he and his input were greatly missed. We will be 

reunited. 

 

General Church Ministry: 

Sunday School: 

 Worked through Paul’s epistle to the Romans. 

 One Sunday, we had Jeff and Rachel Lee. We were very encouraged to hear how they 

ministered to Muslims in England. 
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Worship Services: 

I am very thankful for the worship teams who choose songs and provide leadership. They 

encourage me in planning ahead through the use of the WorshipWiki planning tool. I am 

blessed and refreshed on Sunday mornings. I also value the work of the AV teams as they keep 

sound and light flowing smoothly. 

 

 

Monthly highlights included: 

 

January 

 Sermons on spiritual gifts 

February 

 Baptismal service for Merv Williams and Katie van Leeuwen 

March 

 Good Friday service with other Fellowship churches – Byron Burton preaching 

 Patrizia Wand-Mayville – children’s story 

April 

 Three sermons on giving 

 Richard Flemming from FEB International 

 Jeff and Rachel Lee shared a report 

 Shared with JOY group 

 Meeting with David Hood re his plans for a small group-oriented church plant 

June 

 Dedication service for Jesse Macartney 

 Ministry Fair 

 Attended Pastors Conference at MBC with our own Fellowship pastors preaching – 

excellent! 

o Dave Martinnen (FEB International), Darryl Dash (Church planter), Stan 

Fowler and Dave Barker (Heritage Seminary) 
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July 

 Canada Day BBQ 

 Jon and Elaine Winter (SEND International), Eufemio Ricardo (Our Spanish Pastor), 

Neville Jayasundara (Colombo Christian Fellowship Centre) 

 Use of new response card produced encouraging results 

September 

 Second ministry fair 

 Children’s story by Patrizia Wand-Mayville 

 Baby dedication for Alek Sjaarda 

 Dr. Dave Barker from Heritage College and Seminary preached on the 25th. Had lunch 

with about 8 Young adults and a teen. An encouraging time. 

October 

 Godfrey Thorogood from FEB Central preached on the 30th. 

 

Outside Ministries: 

Ottawa Valley Association meetings 

 New executive leadership desiring to put emphasis on relationships and leadership 

development. Kevin Presseault is our new moderator. 

 Ordination Council on November 5th at Greenbelt Baptist Church for Kevin Presseault 

Association Shepherd 

 My activities as association shepherd have primarily involved contacting pastors and 

attending OVA meetings. I was also involved screening candidates for ordination. And I 

chaired several OVA meetings until we were able to elect new leadership at the 

beginning of 2016. 

OVA Pastors breakfast 

 This is hosted by Bob McRoberts on a monthly basis for the Ottawa pastors. Twice a 

year we meet with the pastors from Gatineau to share and pray together (and practice 

our French). 

FEB Central Conference – April 4-5, Don Carson 

 The region’s 30th anniversary 
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National Conference 

 The primary item for business was working through the question of allowing people to 

become members who have not been baptized by immersion. This is not about changing 

our position on baptism by immersion. It is about people who have been baptised as 

believers by another mode coming to a Fellowship church. There will be a vote on this 

question at the national conference in 2017. 

Pastor Colin McKenzie 
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Message from Youth Pastor 

The 2015/16 ministry season has been one of great change for AVBC and the McCallum family.  

We said good-bye to Pastor Jim Drennan and his family in November 2015 after many years of 

faithful service to AVBC.  On a personal note, I would like to thank Jim for his mentorship and 

careful personal leading over the past 6 years as we have served together.  There are many 

times in churches when pastors simply pass each other by as they focus on their specific 

ministries but that was not the case with Jim.  His door was always open and he was ready to 

listen and give counsel when needed.  It is my prayer that God will continue to bless Jim and 

Lorraine as they follow His lead in ministry at First Baptist, Cornwall.   

The BIG addition to the McCallum family was in the form of a little girl.  God blessed us with 

Evelyn Alicia in July 2016 and we cannot be happier!  Addy and Liam are figuring out what it 

means to be a big sister and brother to a baby and are doing great at it!  Coreena continued to 

work at her daycare right up to the end of June and is enjoying her maternity leave.  Liam 

turned two in January and is a pretty typical little boy, getting into everything and climbing on 

everything and always wants a football in his hand (he’s going to be a star quarterback 

someday!).  Addy finished Jr. Kindergarten, making a lot of friends and consistently being told 

she was a “very nice girl” by her teachers.  We have been very blessed to reflect on this past 

year and see how God has been moving through the growth of our family.   

2015/16 has also seen my continued involvement with the FEB Youth Y.A.C. (Youth Action 

Committee).  This team is a planning team for FEB Youth events like retreat weekends and our 

Youth Worker Summit.  I served on the planning and leadership team at weekly meetings that 

was in place to run Rock The Capital 2016 and was devastated, along with the rest of the team, 

when that was not able to come to fruition.  I also served as part of the team that planned and 

led our city wide Good Friday event in March 2016 called No Other Name.  I served alongside 

Jen Outhouse (Greenbelt Baptist/Fusion Youth Pastor) as co-ordinators of the day’s two 

workshop sessions.  I was also called to serve on our O.V.A. nominating committee again for 

2016 and serve as the O.V.A. Youth Ministry co-ordinator for 2016.  I have had the privilege of 

being a part of a Canada wide team of Youth Pastors and leaders who serve as part of the 

Youth Alpha Champions team.  This involves and annual meeting in Toronto held in the spring, 

being a local “voice” and liaison for Alpha Canada and participating in various thought groups 

and planning sessions as needed to continually improve the Youth Alpha program.   

The other big part of my personal ministry this past year has been my involvement with the 

Arabic Evangelical Baptist Church youth ministry acting as an interim Youth Pastor.  My role is 

primarily centered around the English worship service on Sunday afternoons.  The English 

service, which is run simultaneously with the Arabic church service, is held in the portable and it 
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is my privilege to bring God’s word to students each and every week.  We did a short study in 

the beginning of the year in the Gospel of John and then studied through the Youth Alpha 

program for the majority of the remaining school year.  I see this as an extension/compliment 

of our own AVBC Youth ministry.  We have been able to meet together on a few Friday nights 

over the second semester of the last school year and look forward to more interaction between 

the two groups this coming year. 

I have also been blessed to take some leadership in a few areas at Canterbury High School.  I 

was helping to bring leadership to the Christian Club though event planning, training student 

leaders and speaking numerous times at the meetings.  And, in an answer to prayer, was able 

to re-run the Youth Alpha series on campus for a group of 5-6 students in the first semester.  

Please continue to pray for the students and faculty of Canterbury High School, God is going to 

do amazing things there! 

I continue to be blessed to have the opportunity to preach occasionally at AVBC  I appreciate 

the time to learn and grow in this craft.   

 

 Dec. 13/15: “When God Broke In” 2 Samuel 7:1-13, 16, Luke 1:26-38 

 Jan. 31/16: “The Marks of a Wise Person” 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 Feb. 21/16: “Top of the List” 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 March 13/16: “Out on a Limb” Luke 19:1-10 

 April 10/16: “Thankful at all Times” 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 

 May 15/16: “How God Uses An Ordinary Man” 1 Kings 19:1-18 

 May 22/16: “How God Uses An Ordinary Man: A Mentoring Relationship”  

1 Kings 19:19-21, 2 Kings 2:1-18 

 June 12/16: “Rejoice: Don’t Settle For Less” Philippians 3:1-11 

 

I also had the opportunity to be called on a few occasions to be a guest speaker in other 

ministries, which included the following; 

 September 12/2015: Rock the Capital Counsellor Training, “How to Counsel Student 

Responses” Luke 19:10, Matthew 4:19 

 November 20-22/2015: MET Youth Jr. High Retreat weekend main speaker; 

 A four part series over the course of a weekend at Circle Square Ranch in Arden, 

Ont. with approximately 75 students and leaders. 

 Series of messaged focused on the theme “Stand Up” and focused on Mark 

12:28-30.  Messages included “Stand Up For… Yourself, Others, Your Faith, 

Jesus.” 

 December 27/15: Crestwick Baptist Church, Guelph (pulpit supply) “When God Broke In” 

2 Samuel 7:1-13, 16, Luke 1:26-38 
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 January 23/16: Primera Iglesia Bautista Hispana de Ottawa (Spanish Church): “How To 

Get God’s Attention” Matthew 7:7-14, 28-29 

 May 4/16: Fusion Youth Ministry (Calvary Baptist/Greenbelt Baptist/Pinegrove Bible 

Church) “Kingdom Living” Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Thanks to: Pastor Colin McKenzie, Andy Pridham, and our Elder’s board, our A.V. Youth 

leadership team, and all those who faithfully serve in our AV Kids ministry.  Coreena and I 

continue to be blessed through our service at Alta Vista and wait with anticipation to see what 

God will continue to do amongst us in transition at AVBC this coming year.   

 

Pastor Greg McCallum 
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Message from Board of Elders 

Our Elders are charged with overseeing the spiritual, administrative and temporal affairs of Alta 

Vista Baptist Church.  We view this humbly as an honour and privilege and a great 

responsibility, and we are thankful to God for the unity of purpose we experienced, and His 

blessings on us individually and collectively as we laboured together this past year.  We 

recognize of course that we do not labour alone - we are supported by many faithful brothers 

and sisters who are of like mind, and who have joyfully and sacrificially given back from their 

blessings to further His work this past year.       

Our Ministry Focus in 2015-16 continued to be “Community Impact”.  We held our Sixth Annual 

Canada Day Celebration and saw many repeat visitors as well as first-time guests, many of 

whom have attended services and remained in contact with us over several years.  We are 

planning something very significant for 2017 in recognition of Canada’s 150th Birthday that will 

involve collaboration with the Canterbury Community association in both planning and 

execution.  We continued outreach activities with Canterbury High School such as the Fall 

“Welcome Back Chili Lunch”, and again gifted the Heron Road Emergency Food Centre with 

foodstuffs and cash – two very practical acts of kindness towards our neighbours.   2015-16 was 

also the year of “Our Facility”, and our leaking roof reminded us that buildings, like people 

require maintenance.  Focus on the building continues with a long-term plan grounded in a 

professional study that examined our present state of repair and options to improve the utility 

of our building including making it accessible.   The Board hosted our now annual “Service 

Appreciation Dinner” in April, as a “Thank You” to those who serve our congregation and 

community on a regular basis. I Cor 3:7-9. 

One year ago, I wrote that we were ending the year with significant change in people.  We have 

been blessed this past year by the service of Colin McKenzie as Interim Senior Pastor, who 

continues to serve into 2016-17 while our Pastoral Search Committee comprised of Lynn 

Harper-Ciarroni, Lesley Hammil, Elaine Trigg, Serge Demers and Andy Pridham seek God’s 

direction for His choice as Senior Pastor.  Brother Ramon Ortiz was promoted to Glory in August 

at the conclusion of a long illness.  We thank God for Ramon’s service and for the grace God 

showed through him and his family over the past months.  We miss his wisdom and knowledge 

on the Board, but praise God – we will see him again. 

2015-16 was a time of change and we were blessed and encouraged, and continue to be as we 

anticipate not only who God has in store for us, but what.  This will be a time of change, 

transition and of renewal – in a sense a time to prepare the ground for what is coming, so it is a 

time of action, not waiting.  As I write this I imagine with excitement what might happen in the 
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12 months until the next report.  Will we call a Senior Pastor?   In what new direction might we 

be called? 

“7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes 

the growth. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own 

reward according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s 

building. I Cor 3:7-9 NASB 

Submitted by Andy Pridham on Behalf of:  

Colin McKenzie (Interim Senior Pastor);   
Greg McCallum (Pastor of Youth and Children’s Ministry); 
Andy Pridham (Board Chair);    Corey Mayville (Board Vice Chair); 
Serge Demers (Board Secretary);    Matthew Colwell  
Donald Dahms.   
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Trustees  

Two work bees are held during the year. The spring work bee was held on May 28th and consisted of the 

usual cleanup tasks to send off winter and welcome the warm season. Gardens and lawns were weeded, 

flowers planted and general exterior spruce ups undertaken. Inside the building, storage areas were 

cleaned and expanded, air conditioners installed, the foyer accent wall painted and several plumbing 

repairs undertaken in addition to a general cleaning of most public areas. The fall work bee is scheduled 

for October 22nd and will be used to batten down the hatches and ready the building for winter. Some 

repainting is planned for the fall work crew as well. 

The flat roofs became a priority as water poured into the building during the spring thaws. Trustees 

shoveled the roofs and cleared ice from drains in efforts to route water away from leaky seams. 

Unfortunately the deterioration was too great and the result was as series of buckets catching drips 

during the thaw periods. Both flat roofs required replacing. After taking quotes, National Roofing was 

contracted to replace the roofs. Sheeting was repaired, drains repaired, scuppers relocated, insulation 

added over the foyer, air conditioning units removed and re-installed and finally a new roofing surface 

added. The project completed in early July and we trust we will get many years of leak proof service 

from the new roof. The project was funded from and substantially depleted the building fund. A special 

offering project has been established to restore the building fund. 

The board commissioned a full building assessment in 2016. The trustees were called upon to contribute 

assessments, supply maintenance history and records and meet with engineers to assist in the process. 

We anticipate a sound professional evaluation of current and future needs coming out of the process. 

As usual, many individual repairs and maintenance tasks were performed by our trustees and we are 

grateful for their dedication, time and talent applied to upkeep of our church building. The committee 

members were Andy Pinsent, Warren Clark, Serge Demeres, Jim Murphy and Russell Trigg. 

The house committee advises on design and décor choices, grounds keeping and plantings and general 

building esthetics. Thank you to Elaine Trigg for her service in leading this initiative. 

A public building of our size, used by staff, our various ministries and multiple congregations takes a lot 

of work to keep clean and tidy. Caretaking services were supplied by Rigo Artola. Thank you Rigo for 

juggling the various schedules of all weekly uses and keeping things neat and clean 

We rely heavily on the efforts of many volunteers within the congregation to help with work bees, 

maintenance and general help. We are grateful for all who have participated to great or small degrees in 

this ministry. Thank you all, and we look forward to your continued participation. 

 Russell Trigg 

Chair, Trustees 
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Ministry Activities and Achievements 

Ministry continues on many fronts at Alta Vista from support to overseas and Canadian 

missionaries to growing AV people to serve and reach our local community for Christ.  Core 

ministry areas, such as worship, Christian education, or family ministries continue to be well 

supported by enabling ministries including the media team, trustees, stewardship and 

nominating committees. Together we have strived to meet the Board of Elders three strategic 

objectives and to serve God faithfully according to His leading. 

 
Evangelism/Outreach 
The evangelism committee in keeping with the Church’s vision has reached out to the 

neighborhood in the form of two main events. The Canada Day our reach was again an 

opportunity to share with the community who we are as a group of believers. The day was full 

of fun activities and a B.B.Q. lunch which was received well with an estimate of 350 

participating. More importantly this was our chance to share who our Savior is. The second 

main event for the committee was the Canterbury High School Welcome back Chili lunch. The 

students were excited to have a free hot lunch as well as musical entertainment. 

These opportunities could not have been done without the help of the Church family, to which 

the committee is grateful for.  

Elaine Trigg 

 
Kamp Agapae 2015 

In July 2016 Kamp Agapae was run over one week (July 4-8).  AVBC had the 

privilege of hosting 42 children at Kamp, double what was originally expected!  

We took day trips to Skyzone, Walkley Bowling and a full day at Calypso Water 

Park.  We also explored God’s word each day through songs, videos and skits.  

During the course of the two weeks we went through a VBS study called “Turn It Up.” Through 

TURN IT UP Kampers experienced these stories: Creation and The Fall of Man (Genesis 1; 3:1-

24; 6:5-8), The Israelites Grumble (Exodus 6:2-8; 16:2-3; 17:3; Numbers 14:2-4; I Samuel 8:1-

22), Jesus Birth, Life and Death (The Gospels), Easter/The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) and 

The Mission (Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:4-11).  Many Gospel seeds were planted and each child 

received a Bible, a gospel tract, and many crafts at the end of the week to take home.  We were 

also blessed this year by having Ben Telford and Claire Wand come on as Kamp Agapae staff.  

Ben was tasked with planning and running games, both up front in our session and our wide 

games.  Claire was tasked with leading our worship times through the day.  A big thanks to both 
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of them for really putting a lot of energy and effort into these two areas and making them really 

special for our Kampers!  The other privilege that we had at Kamp Agapae this year was inviting 

some youth from our sister Arabic church to come and serve as part of our Kamp staff.  We had 

five students come and gain volunteer hours over the course of the week.  Kamp Agape will run 

next summer for potentially the weeks of July 3-7, 10-14 (Mon.-Fri.).  Thank you to all who 

helped out with Kamp 2016 through serving our Kampers, providing snacks and helping out 

with administrative duties, and all those who prayed for Kamp 2016!  A special thanks to the 

following people for your part in running Kamp 2016: Ben Talford, Claire Wand, Ben Lavictoire, 

Ed Fites, Nathan Dunlop, Andrew Murphy, Gariauna Brooks, Patricia Mihai, Brynn Ransom, 

Lauryn Lavictoire, Noah Ransom and our Arabic Church volunteers: Julia Thomas, Michael 

Farah, Andrew Bitar, Joseph Wehbi, and Celine Magdy.  If you would like to volunteer at Kamp 

Agapae 2017 please speak to P. Greg, God will change you! 

Pastor Greg McCallum 

 

Missions 

The Missions Committee shapes missions policy, establishes support levels, assists in educating 

the congregation, and helps the church to maintain contact with those who represent us 

throughout the world. The Missions Committee informs the church of the activities and needs 

of our missionaries, prayerfully considers and recommends financial support levels, and 

coordinates missionary speakers as appropriate.  

The Committee members are:  Lorna Colwell –chair, Serge Demers-secretary, Patrizia Wand-

Mayville and Bev Beaton. 

The missionary budget for 2016 remained the same as 2015. We were able to increase our 

giving to the following missionaries:  Ben & Krista Taylor, Richard & Brenda Flemming, and Guy 

Leduc. 

Since our last report, it was a pleasure to have the following missionaries come to AVBC and 

give us a report on their ministries and to keep us informed of what God is doing in other parts 

of the world: 

 Luc & Denise Tetreault 

  McTair & Suzanne Wall  

 Richard & Brenda Flemming 

 Jeff & Rachel Lee 

 Jon & Elaine Winter 
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In June 2016, Luc & Denise Tetreault transitioned from administrator at Shikarpur Christian 

Hospital in Pakistan to associate director of Fellowship International in Guelph, ON. Luc will be 

taking over the position formerly held by Norman Nielsen, as Norm retires to a half-time role 

with FAIR (Fellowship Aid and International Relief). 

Please pick up our missionary letters from the welcome center as they are made available and 

keep our missionaries in your prayers. A complete list of those we support financially can be 

found on the back of the monthly calendar or on our website. 

Lorna Colwell, Chair 

 

Worship 

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the 

splendour of his holiness.” Ps 29:2: NIV. 

Alta Vista Baptist can come and freely glorify the Lord - with thanks - in 

worship.  

 

Audio-visual/sound systems:  

 facilitate these programs when required:  

 

Baptism:  

 arrange for baptism of candidates:  

 

Communion:  

 arranged communion for monthly set up:  

 

Music worship teams:  

 lead music/worship at services including Sundays:  

 

Others:  

 ad hoc help from a number of people:  

 decorations for events: Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, etc.:  

 

Prepared by Will Bryant (Chair) 
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Family Care 

The Family Care program started last fall. Its mandate is to support families and individuals in 

our congregation who are in need in times of illness, bereavement and family growth. Meals 

can be provided for a specific time or for a longer duration. 

We have a roster of individuals who have volunteered to prepare meals on an as-needed basis. 

These meals are delivered as required with appropriate dietary needs addressed. Thanks to 

those ladies who have helped to date. 

We have been able to prepare a minimum of 3 meals for all our young families with new babies 

as well as provide ongoing help to our families with health needs. 

Nancy Titley 

 

AVBC Break-Away  

 

When we came to AVBC in 2005, Break-Away was barely surviving.  Only a few ladies were 

meeting in the kitchen and there appeared to be no vision to reach out to others. The sister in 

charge was very faithful but perhaps had taken the group as far as she could. A couple of years 

later, she moved to another church and Pastor MacBain asked me to take the leadership. 

 

My goals have been to nourish the group with God’s Word, encourage group participation, and 

provide a “safe environment” for sharing and prayer. It has been thrilling to see that inner 

spiritual growth has also resulted in outreach to ladies from a few other churches in the 

community. From twenty-five to thirty ladies now attend and are enthusiastic for the warm 

fellowship and study they receive. 

 

Informally, an effective little team has evolved. Thérèse Panther prepares food which is better 

described as a meal than refreshments. Toni Coffin helps track attendance and updates our 

contact list. Everyone seems to show prayerful concern for others in the group. One that should 

be mentioned is Hazel Fraser. God has given her a ministry of encouragement by way of cards 

and calls. Most weeks I facilitate the discussion and in my occasional absence there are other 

capable leaders in the group. This fall, we are studying The Red Letter Life by Bob Hostetler. 

This is a study of seventeen words from Jesus to inspire simple, practical, purposeful living. 

 

Connie Wight 
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ABC – Adults Bearing Children 

This is a new ministry to AVBC this year.  Our focus is on supporting, encouraging and educating 

young parents with children under 10 years old.  This year we had a first gathering at our house 

for a Christmas Party.  It was attended by all the young families in AVBC. We had fun games and 

activities for the 17 children, 14 of those were under 5 years old, while we fellowshipped with 

the parents allowing them time to connect with other young families.  The second event was a 

year-end BBQ where some fun outdoor activities entertained the children and we welcomed 

the many new babies to AVBC. In all, there were 5 babies born in 2016, so far!!!  The parents all 

gave feedback that they appreciated this new group that focused on their unique needs.  The 

plan for Fall 2016 is to teach a Sunday School Bible Class called “Growing Kids God’s Way”, by 

Gary & Anne Marie Ezzo, a Christmas Party and a year-end BBQ.  

Corey Mayville & Patrizia Wand-Mayville 

 

Alta Vista Social 

Once a month, a social activity is planned for members of Alta Vista Baptist, their families and 

friends.   The intention is to provide church members with the opportunity to socialize with 

those who they might not be acquainted with in the church. 

A sample of the activities which may be part of the upcoming schedule are: 

 mini-putting 

 bowling 

 nature walks 

 Ottawa Champions baseball 

 Ottawa 67's or Senators hockey 

 Christian movie night 

 Dining out 

The activities are open for all age groups.   This is a great opportunity to create new friendships, 

renew old acquaintances and introduce our non-church member friends to Christian 

fellowship.  

 

Chris Fraser  
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Teaching and Resources 

Leadership Development 

Our AV Deacons team is meeting quarterly and reporting on leadership development and 

ministry planning.  

Children Ministry  

A.V. Kids “exists to help kids develop a devoted and lasting relationship 

with Jesus Christ and we do this by being loving and relational.  Meeting 

kids where they are and encouraging them to seek Jesus for themselves.”  

Our 2-5 year old Bible School class, led by Lorna Colwell, has been using 

David C. Cook Publishing’s “Bible-In-Life” curriculum.   In 2015/16 our AV 

Kids class (Grades 1-5) has continued to use an online/interactive curriculum called “Garden of 

Praise.” Our AV Kids class is taught by Andy Pridham. 

 Our nursery program has been led by Grace Dunlop and Coreena McCallum with the 

help of numerous volunteers.  Jr. Church has been split up into two classes; ages 2-5, which has 

been co-ordinated by Coreena McCallum and her team of volunteers using a curriculum called 

“Instant Bible Lessons for Toddlers and Preschoolers” from Rainbow Publishers.  And grades 1-

6, has been led by a team teachers on a rotating schedule (Andy Pridham, Andrew Proctor, Lynn 

Harper-Ciarroni, Marie Deslauries and P. Greg).  This class uses Group Publishing’s “Live” 

curriculum.  Our Kids choir continued this past year, led by Patirzia Wand-Mayville.  They sang 

two songs over the Christmas holiday and had a whole lot of fun preparing for that.  A.V. KIDS 

continues to move ahead in its vision to “Build up kids to be obedient to Jesus Christ and Glorify 

God in all we do.” 

 Thank you to all those who faithfully serve in and are committed to AVBC’s Children’s 

Ministry through their service in Bible School, Nursery, and/or Jr. Church.  

Pastor Greg McCallum 

Bible School 

Our Sunday morning ministry starts out every week at 9:30 AM with an opportunity for all of 

our people to come and be taught the word of God amongst their peers.  There are three major 

components of AVBC’s Bible School program:  

 • Discipleship: to know what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ 

 • Fellowship: helping each other mature and flourish in our relationship with Christ, and 

 • Prayer/Intersession: praying for other’s needs.   



   

2015/16 Alta Vista Baptist Church Annual Report  19  

I would like to thank the following people for their commitment in leading and teaching each of 

our Bible School classes during the 2015/16 ministry year.  Adults (meeting in the “Green 

Room”): Pastor Jim/Pastor Colin, Women’s Class (meeting in room #3): Elaine Trigg, College and 

Career’s (meeting in the Portable): Bernie & Lynn Ciarroni with Lesley Hammil, Youth (meeting 

in the prayer room), and all those who serve in Children’s Ministry (as already mentioned). 

Thank you for your service! 

Pastor Greg McCallum 

 

Resource Library  

The AVBC Resource Library is located inside of the main office and is being updated regularly 

with new books and resources.  The resource Library is open Sunday mornings before and after 

the 10:30 Church service.  The book inventory is also available on the AVBC website at 

www.altavistabaptist.org/resources.  If you have any question or would like to donate any 

gently used books please talk with our Library co-ordinator Toni Coffin.  Look for updates in our 

church bulletin for new resources.  Thank you to those who continually use our resource library.  

And a big “Thank You” to Toni Coffin for her hard work with our resource library!  Toni has been 

volunteering in our Resource Library for a number of years and we appreciate her commitment 

and all the time she spends organizing and promoting this important ministry.    

The library sustains a current list of books. Our space is limited, so I have to remove older books 

to make room for new ones. We have a growing number of readers and I appreciate every one 

of them.  A heartfelt Thank You to those who contribute to the library both with donations of 

money and books. 

  

Pastor Greg McCallum  & Toni Coffin 

 

Video Library 

The Video Resource Center lends over 300 videos suitable for adults, teens and children to 

members of the church to equip them for life and ministry and to strengthen families.  If you 

find that the video library door is locked, please do not hesitate to ask us to open it for you. 

 

A printed “Guide to the library” is available, at the Video Library, for the asking. A reference 

copy of the “Video Catalog”, listing all videos classified by subject and annotated by theme, 

with separate sections for  hildren and for Adults and teens, is also available for consultation 

http://www.altavistabaptist.org/resources
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in the Video Library, in the red and blue catalog binders. An On-line “Video Catalog” is available 

at www.altavistabaptist.org/resources for viewing and printing of copies. 

 

The videos contain: 

o  Stories of God’s work of salvation among His people throughout the 66 Books 

of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. [see BIBLE] 

 

o Stories of God’s work in history through the people in His church around the 

world.  [see BIOGRAPHY and HISTORY] 

 

o Stories and songs about the Christian experience expressed by literary authors 

& music composers and performers. [see LITERATURE and MUSIC] 

 

o Instruction in the Christian faith by well-known Christian leaders and 

organizations. [see CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS AND DEVOTIONS and CHRISTIAN 

LIVING and CHRISTIAN OUTREACH] 

 

George and Therese Panter 

 

AV Youth 

2015/16 was another successful year for youth ministry here at 

AVBC.  September included our (now annual) “Welcome Back Lunch” 

for Canterbury High School which included a lot of seeds planted and the sharing of the gospel 

as we served over 400 students a chili lunch.  At AV Youth we also started our first semester D-

Team study called “#Just Like Jesus” which challenged students to answer questions like “What 

does it mean to live…” or “Why do I need to live…”  October was highlighted by our first service 

project of the year when we did a “Reverse Trick-or-Treat,” (ask students about it!).  In 

November we played Bigger or Better and came back with a Wii game console and a freezer!  

We also had a really exciting time filling 12 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  We also 

joined three other youth ministries for a local Jr. High retreat weekend. In December we 

celebrated Christmas by gathering together for our AV Youth Christmas Banquet, and rang in 

the new year at the McCallum’s house.  Jan/Feb consisted of a few winter events (Ottawa 67’s 

game, Canal skating, community snow shoveling).  And we went and played BUBBLE SOCCER, a 

highlight of the year for many students!  February also saw us start into our second semester D-

Team series called “#Status” where students were led to find out who they are in Christ: “I Am 
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Accepted, Secure, Significant.”  In March we had our annual “March Madness” week during 

March break with “Six Nights of Middle Earth” where we watched the complete Lord of the 

Rings/ Hobbit film series (Brynn Ransom was the only one to make it through all SIX movies, she 

took home the big prize at the end of the week!).  At the end of the month we participated in 

No Other Name, an annual Good Friday event put on by the Ottawa Youth Pastor network.  In 

the spring we served our community by going out and collecting food donations for Heron 

Emergency Food Centre, and held a parents vs. youth “Extreme Showdown” (won by the 

students).  In June we took a trip to Canada’s Wonderland for the Christian Music festival 

“WonderJam,” with headliner TobyMac.  In the summer many of our students were involved 

with Kamp Agapae 2016 and we also had a couple of nights of beach volleyball.   

 2016/17 will bring more opportunities for students to be challenged further in their 

walk with God, learn to be leaders and be trained for personal evangelism!  Check our monthly 

calendar to keep updated!  Thank you to, Lesley Hammil, Evan & Destiny Trigg for your 

commitment to our youth as leaders.  Thank you to all of our parents who have been faithfully 

praying and supporting our ministry. 

Pastor Greg McCallum 
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Clerks Report 

BIRTHS: 
Date   Person 
  Caleb James Bastian 
  Savana Camila Smith 
  Alek Johan Sjaarda 
  Jesse Isaac Macartney 
  Evelyn Alicia McCallum 
 
BAPTISMS: 
Person    Pastor 
Mervin Williams  Colin McKenzie 
Katherine Van Leeuwen  Colin McKenzie 
 
DEATHS: 
Person 
Ramon Ortiz 
 
DEDICATIONS: 
Person 
Jesse Isaac McCartney 
 
NEW MEMBERS: 
Person 
Wilf Wight 
Diana Kinimah 
Hannah Pollock 
Eddy Jean-Baptiste 
Berclide Mesadieu 
 
Betty (aka Ruby) Cummings-Bradshaw 
 
 
 

Nominating Committee 

The nominating committee prepares and submits a slate of nominations for elections at the annual 

meeting of members.  The slate of nominations includes nominations for Elders, Deacons, Officers, 

committee members and other Church positions as the Board determines are needed from time to time. 

  

The Nominating Committee ensures that all nominees are qualified and obtains consent of all nominees 

before presenting their names to the Church.  

Lesley Hammil 
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Financial Highlights 

Annual Treasurer/Stewardship Report – September 1, 2014 to August 31, 2015 

The current members of the Stewardship Committee are: 

Corey Mayville, Chair    Andy Pridham, Board Representative 

Sven Seelemann, Treasurer   Ramon Ortiz, Board Representative 

Envelope Steward, Bruce Dunlop  Serge Demers, Board Representative 

Head Teller, Jim Murphy 

Auditor: Welch LLP 

 

I can never prepare a financial report without first recognizing you, our faithful congregants and 

fellow labourers in the Lord. Your consistent and most generous financial contributions to AVBC 

allow us to continue to fulfill our mandate of exalting Christ and loving people. Here are just a 

few of the highlights for 2015/16. 

Through the use of our Benevolent Fund we were able to once again make a significant 

contribution to the Heron Road Emergency Food Cupboard, presented at our Christmas 

Celebration. 

This marks the third year of utilizing the services of a professional auditing firm, Welch LLP, to 

perform the audit for 2015.  

As we move forward into 2016 and beyond here are some short and long term financial goals as 

determined by the Board of Elders: 

- increase accessibility and the coordination of staff offices; 

- review the Rideau Road property and its potential market value to extract revenues for 

major upgrades to AVBC property; 

 

 

 

May God Bless you richly! 

 

Corey Mayville – Stewardship Chair   Sven Seelemann – Treasurer 
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Corporate Governance - Vison 

Godward Focus 

We declare our allegiance to the Triune God; recognize his sovereignty over all things and commit to the 

proclamation of His incomparable worth throughout the world 

Soul Impact: 

By God’s grace we will provide a dynamic, engaging multi-generational worship experience that is earnest, 

passionate, honouring to God and challenging to people who do not yet know Him. 

Mind Impact: 

By God’s grace we will preach and teach the Word of God with excellence to provide our people with a Biblical 

world and life view. We will respond to God’s word with the appropriate act of faith. 

Outward Focus 

We commit ourselves unreservedly to the Great Commission. God’s heart is for men and women to be reconciled 

and saved from their sin. The gospel is good news and people everywhere need to hear it 

Community Impact: 

By God’s grace we will spiritually impact Southeast Ottawa / Ottawa. We will do this by building bridges of trust 

and care into the community, fervent prayer and bold proclamation of the gospel in relevant ways. 

Global Impact: 

By God’s grace we will stimulate a hands-on, active involvement in missions so that there is a congregational 

awareness and care for missions. 

Inward Focus 

We commit ourselves to the equipping of the saints for life and ministry. We will work to strengthen the family, 

which we value as the core component of society and the church. 

Personal Impact: 

By God’s grace we will intentionally equip every teachable Christian at AVBC to practice spiritual disciplines, know 

and use their spiritual gifts and walk in step with the Spirit of God. We’ll do this for the purpose of leading every 

Christian to maturity to his or her full potential in life and ministry.  

Family Impact: 

By God’s grace we will cultivate effective, loving families that are Christ centered, joyous and winsome. We will 

attempt to build into parents and spouses the necessary communication, leadership and living skills that will foster 

harmonious relationships within families. 
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Members of the Board of Directors  

 

Chairman of the Board Andy Pridham 

Vice Chairman of the Board Corey Mayville 

Secretary   Serge Demers 

Stewardship Chair  Corey Mayville  

Board Member  Matthew Colwell 

Board Member Ramon Ortiz 

Board Member Donald Dahms 

 

Officers of AVBC 

Church Clerk Bruce Dunlop 

Treasurer Sven Seelemann  

 

Committee Chairs 

Christian Education Pastor Greg  

Evangelism  Elaine Trigg 

Family Ministries Pastor Greg 

Missions Lorna Colwell 

Trustees Russell Trigg  

Worship Will Bryant  

Nominating Committee Lesley Hammil 


