 FOUNDATIONS
~ FAITH..INGOD'SPLAN

PASTOR RON WITMER



"DO NOT BE AFRAID, ABRAM. 1 AM YOUR
SHIELD, YOUR VERY GREAT REWARD."
GENESIS 19:1



FAITH DOES NOT ELIMINATE QUESTIONS, BUT IT
CALLS US TO TRUST GOD EVEN WHEN WE CANNOT
YET SEE THE FULFILLMENT OF HIS PROMISES.



ROMANS 1:20-21
"FOR SINGE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD
GOD'S INVISIBLE QUALITIES, RIS ETERNAL
POWER AND DIVINE NATURE, HAVE BEEN
CLEARLY SEEN..."



« GOD REVEALS  HIMSELF  THROUGH
CREATION.

 HUMANITY IS NOT WITHOUT WITNESS.

 THE REAL QUESTION IS: HOW DO WE
RESPOND T0 GOD'S REVELATION?



1. GOD SPEAKS



GENESIS 15:1
"D0 NOT BE AFRAID, ABRAM. | AM YOUR
SHIELD, YOUR VERY GREAT REWARD."



GOD’S MESSAGE TO ABRAM:

o FEAR NOT.
o | AM YOUR PROTECTION.
» | AM YOUR REWARD.



APPLIGATION:
EVEN AFTER GREAT VICTORIES, FEAR AND
UNGERTAINTY CAN FOLLOW.



2. ABRAM SPEAKS



GENESIS 15:2
"SOVEREIGN LORD, WHAT GAN YOU GIVE ME
SINGE | REMAIN CHILDLESS...?"



ABRAM'S RESPONSE:

o HE IS HONEST WITH GOD.

o HE SEES HIS PRESENT CIRCUMSTANGES.

o HE STRUGGLES TO RECONCILE GOD'S
PROMISE WITH HIS REALITY.



WHAT DO WE SEE?

« KING OF SALEM (PEACE)

o PRIEST OF GOD MOST HIGH
o HE COMES T0 SERVE

o HE BLESSES ABRAM

« HE GIVES GLORY TO GOD



SOMETIMES WE KNOW GOD'S PROMISES,
BUT STRUGGLE WHEN WE DO NOT SEE
IMMEDIATE RESULTS.



GENESIS 15:3
"YOU HAVE GIVEN ME NO CHILDREN; SO A
SERVANT IN MY HOUSEHOLD WILL BE MY
HEIR.”



ABRAM'S STRUGGLE:

o HE BEGINS LOOKING FOR A HUMAN SOLUTION.
« HE TRIES TO MAKE SENSE OF GOD'S SILENCE.
APPLICATION:
DOUBT OFTEN PUSHES US TOWARD OUR OWN PLANS.



3. 60D SPEAKS AGAIN



GENESIS 15:4-5
"THIS MAN WILL NOT BE YOUR HEIR, BUT A
SON WHO IS YOUR OWN FLESH AND BLOOD
WILL BE YOUR HEIR... LOOK UP AT THE SKY
AND COUNT THE STARS..."



GOD REAFFIRMS HIS PROMISE:
MY PLAN HAS NOT CHANGED.
MY PROMISE DOES NOT DEPEND ON YOUR
CIRGUMSTANCES.
WHAT | HAVE SPOKEN, | WILL FULFILL.



GENESIS 15:6—17
"ABRAM BELIEVED THE LORD, AND HE CREDITED
IT TO HIM AS RIGHTEQUSNESS."



FAITH PRODUGES:
o RIGHTEOUSNESS
o TRUST
o CONFIDENGE IN GOD'S CHARACTER

TRUTH:
GOD NEVER FAILS.



4. ABRAM DOUBTS



GENESIS 15:8
"SOVEREIGN LORD, HOW CAN | KNOW
THAT | WILL GAIN POSSESSION OF IT?"
EVEN AFTER BELIEVING, ABRAM STILL
STRUGGLES.



9. 60D REPLIES



GENESIS 15:9
"BRING ME A HEIFER, A GOAT AND A
RAM..."



GOD’S RESPONSE:

e (OD DOES NOT REJECT ABRAM.
o (OD INVITES HIM DEEPER INTO
COVENANT.



6. ABRAM'S DREAM



GENESIS 15:12—15

"ABRAM FELL INTO A DEEP SLEEP, AND A THICK
AND DREADFUL DARKNESS CAME OVER HIM..."



» GOD REVEALS:
THE FUTURE OF ABRAM'S DESCENDANTS
400 YEARS OF SLAVERY
DELIVERANCE AND RESTORATION
o APPLICATION:
OUR FAITH, OR OUR LACK OF FAITH, CAN IMPACT FUTURE
GENERATIONS.



7. 60D WILL JUDGE



GENESIS 15:16—21
"THE SIN OF THE AMORITES HAS NOT YET
REACHED ITS FULL MEASURE."



« God 1s patient.

« God 15 just.

 Sin will be judged.

« God’s promises will be fulfilled.



WILL YOU STAND FIRM, TRUST GOD'S
PLAN, AND WALK IN OBEDIENGE?



