. FOUNDATIONS
~ UNDER SURVEILLANCE -

PASTOR RON WITMER



GENESIS 21:22—-34

“WE ARE BEING WATCHED... BY THEM.”

o THE WORLD WATCHES US.

o THE CHURGH WATCHES US.

o 60D WATCHES US.

o OUR LIVES AND RELATIONSHIPS ARE BEING
OBSERVED.



WHAT DO PEOPLE SEE WHEN THEY
WATCH OUR LIVES?



RELATIONSHIPS IN A FALLEN WORLD

EVERY RELATIONSHIP HAS BEEN ALTERED BY SIN:

o VERTICAL: OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

o HORIZONTAL: OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CREATION

o PARALLEL: OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH ONE
ANOTHER



GENESIS 21 SHOWS US THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN ABRAHAM AND ABIMELEK.



1. THE FIRST/WORST ENCOUNTER



GENESIS 20
ABRAHAM AND ABIMELEK COULD NOT HAVE
GOTTEN OFF TO A ROCKIER START.
“SHE IS MY SISTER.”



o ABRAHAM LIED BY OMISSION.

o HIS INTENTION WAS TO DECEIVE.

o ABIMELEK SUFFERED BECAUSE OF ABRAHAM'S LIE.
o THE RELATIONSHIP BEGAN WITH BROKEN TRUST.

HOW DO YOU TRUST SOMEONE WHO STARTED
EVERYTHING WITH A LIE?



2. A SECOND CHANGE



GENESIS 21:22
“AT THAT TIME ABIMELEK AND PHICOL THE
COMMANDER OF HIS FORCES SAID TO
ABRAHAM, ‘GOD IS WITH YOU IN EVERYTHING
YOU DO."



NOTICE THEIR FIRST WORDS:
IT IS NOT ABOUT WHAT ABRAHAM HAS DONE.
IT IS ABOUT WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR ABRAHAM.
WHEN THE WORLD WATGHES US, THEY SHOULD SEE
WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US.



WHAT DO PEOPLE SEE?
PEOPLE ARE LOOKING FOR WHAT GOD
PRODUGES IN OUR LIVES:

o PEACE = PHILIPPIANS 4:7
o REST = MATTHEW 11:28—30



o CONFIDENCE=HEBREWS 10:19
o FAITH = HEBREWS 11:1
ABIMELEK GIVES ABRAHAM ANOTHER
OPPORTUNITY.
GENESIS 21:23



ABIMELEK REMEMBERS ABRAHAM'S FAILURE.
BUT HE IS WILLING TO MOVE FORWARD.
GOD GIVES US OPPORTUNITIES TO RESTORE WHAT
HAS BEEN BROKEN.



3. ABRAHAM FIXING AN ISSUE NOT
“THE™ ISSUE



GENESIS 21:25—26

“THEN ABRAHAM COMPLAINED TO ABIMELEK
ABOUT A WELL OF WATER THAT ABIMELEK'S
SERVANTS HAD SEIZED. BUT ABIMELEK SAID, ‘I
DON'T KNOW WHO HAS DONE THIS. YOU DID NOT
TELL ME, AND | HEARD ABOUT IT ONLY TODAY.™



THERE WAS A CONFLICT OVER THE WELL.

BUT THERE WAS ALSO A DEEPER ISSUE:
TRUTH. TRUST. RELATIONSHIP.
ABRAHAM HAD AN ISSUE TO RESOLVE, BUT WAS HE
DEALING WITH THE ISSUE?

THERE WAS NO PLAN B.



GENESIS 21:27-34
ABRAHAM AND ABIMELEK COULD DWELL IN
PEACE.
BUT ABRAHAM REMAINED IN A PLACE WHERE
WORLDS COLLIDE.



4. ONE FOOT IN, ONE FOOT OUT



BEERSHEBA WAS A BORDER TOWN:
o PROMISED LAND T0 THE NORTH
o PHILISTINE TERRITORY TO THE SOUTH
ABRAHAM WAS LIVING BETWEEN TW0 WORLDS.
AND S0 ARE WE.



KINGDOM OF GOD + KINGDOM OF THIS WORLD
LUKE 17:20—21
THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS A PRESENT REALITY.



WE ARE CALLED OUT
BORN INTO SIN, BUT CALLED BY GOD'S GRACE TO
BE REBORN THROUGH THE SPIRIT, TURNING FROM
SIN AND TRUSTING JESUS AS SAVIOR AND LORD.
WE ARE CALLED TOGETHER



OUR LIVES ARE UNDER SURVEILLANCE.
WHAT PEOPLE SEE IN US SHOULD MAKE THEM DESIRE
A RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST.
OUR ONE FOOT IN.THIS WORLD SHOULD POINT OTHERS
TO GHBIST.



